
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

NR Eligible: yes 
no 

Property Name: Girdletree Freight Station Inventory Number: WO-318 

Address: Dukes Road City: Girdletree Zip Code: 21829 

County: Worcester USGS Topographic Map: Girdletreet 

Owner: Girdletree Historical Foundation Inc. 

Tax Parcel Number: 9 Tax Map Number: 79 Tax Account ID Number: 08 Act. 002924 

Project: Rehabilitation Agency: USDA Rural Development 

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no yes Name: Date: 

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B X C D Considerations: X A B C D E F G None 

Is the property located within a historic district? no 2̂  yes Name of district: Girdletree 

Is district listed? ^ n o yes Determined eligible? X no yes District Inventor>' Number: WO-321 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Review & Compliance Files & Survey Records 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

From Paul Tourart's MIHP form-10/30/90 

The Girdletree freight station is a single-story board-and-batten frame railroad building that stands on the north side of Dukes 
Road in the village of Girdletree, Worcester County, Maryland. The building is oriented on a northwest/southeast axis on its 
current foundation. Although a move is undocumented this structure evidently stood next to the passenger station between 
Dukes and Onley Roads. 

Built around 1875, this gable roofed frame station is supported by a concrete block pier foundation, and the walls are sheathed 
with board-and-batten siding. The battens are molded. A medium pitched gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 
Unusual to this station is the open southeast end. 

The southwest Dukes Road elevation is an asymmetrical facade with the open platform end. The southeast end of the roof, 
sheltering the open platform is supported by square posts. Distinctive are tlie segmental arches cut out of the board and batten 
siding above head-height. Within tlie platform area, a diagonal board freight door allows access to the station. The northwest 
or opposite end of the building is marked by anotlier freight door opening as well as a personnel door. The eaves to the 
building are extended and supported with simple stick brackets. The rafter feet are exposed. 

Tlie northeast side is detailed in a similar fashion w ith another freight door. Piercing the northwest gable end is a window 
opening that has been boarded over. 
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The Girdletree freight station is a unique survival in Worcester County. The single story board-and-batten frame station is 
distinguished by an open porch-st>le platform that is sheltered by the main gable roof Segmental arched openings create a 
distinctive appearance to this railroad building as do the bracketed eaves and vertical molded battens. Diagonal board freight 
doors also add architectural interest. 

Due to the concrete block foundation supporting this structure, the building was evidently moved at some point from a site near 
where the passenger station formerly stood between Dukes and Onley roads. 

Prepared by: Paul Touart Date Prepared: 10/30/90 
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WO-318 c . 1876 
Girdletree Freight Station 
Girdletree 
Pr ivate 

The Girdletree freight station i s a unique survival in Worcester County. 

The single story board-and-ba t ten frame stat ion i s dist inguished by an open 

porch-s tyle platform tha t i s sheltered by the main gable roof. Segmental 

arched openings crea te a dist inct ive appearance to th is r a i l road bu i ld ing , 

and molded bat tens along with stick brackets under the eaves contr ibute to 

i t s w e l l - p r e s e r v e d c o n d i t i o n . Diagonal boa rd f r e igh t doors a l s o a d d 

archi tectural in t e res t . 

Now res t ing on a concrete block pier foundation, the freight stat ion 

was moved from i t s original s i te near the passenger s tat ion which was 

moved as well . The t r ack was taken up dur ing the la te 1940s. 



HISTORIC CONTEXT INFORMATION 

R e s o u r c e Name: Girdletree Freight S t a t i o n 

MHT Inventorv Number: W O - 3 1 8 

M A R Y L A N D COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA: 

1) Historic Period Theme(s): 
Architecture 
Transpiration 

2) Geographic Orientation: 
Eastern SHore 

3) Chronological/Developmental Period(s): 
Industrial / Urban dominance (1870-1930) 

4) Resource Type(s): 
1. Standing structure 
a. Freight Depot 



Survey No. WO-3 18 

Magi No. 

DOE ye s no 
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name ( indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/orcommon GIRDLETREE FREIGHT STATION 

2. Location 

street & number N o r t h s i d e o f D u k e s R o a d not for publication 

city, town G i r d l e t r e e vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state M a r y l a n d county W o r c e s t e r 

3. Classifficatioii 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
^ building(s) — private ^ unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work In progress educational private residence 
site Public Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process x yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
_jj__not a p p l i c a b l e no military x other: s t o r a g e 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g addres se s of a l l owners) 

name 

street & number te l ephone n o . : 

city, town s t a t e and z i p code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C l e r k o f C o u r t I j b e r 

street & number W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e f o l i o 

city, town Snow H i l l state MD 2 1863 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal state county local 

jpository for survey records ^ 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. WO-3 18 

Condition 
excellent 

^ good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

^ altered 

Check one 
original site 

2^ moved date o f move 

Prepa re both a summary paragraph and a gene ra l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
v a r i o u s e lements as i t e x i s t s today. 

The GirdJetree freight station is a single-story board-and-batten frame 
railroad building tha t stands on the north side of Dukes Road in the 
v i l l age of Girdle t ree , Worcester County, Maryland. The bui lding i s 
oriented on a northwest/southeast axis on its current foundation. Although 
a move i s undocumented t h i s s t ruc tu re evidently stood next to the 
passenger stzation between Dukes and Onley roads. 

Built around 1875, this gable roofed frame station i s supported by a 
concrete block pier foundation, and the walls are sheathed with board-and-
batten siding. The battens are molded. A medium pitched gable roof is 
covered with a s p h a l t sh ing les . Ususual to t h i s s tat ion i s the open 
southeast end. 

The southwest Dukes Road elevation is an asymmetrical facade with 
the open platform end. The southeast end of the roof, sheltering the open 
platform, is supported by square posts. Distinctive are the segmental 
arches cut out of the board and batten siding above head-height. Within 
the platform area, a diagonal board freight door allows access to the 
station. The northwest or opposite end of the building is marked by 
another freight door opening as well as a personnel door. The eaves to 
the building are extended and supported with simple stick brackets. The 
rafter feet are exposed. 

The northeast side is detailed in a similar fashion with a another 
freight door. Piercing the northwest gable end is a window opening tha t 
has been boarded over. 

The interior was not seen. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 

^ ^ 1 5 0 0 - 1 5 9 9 
^ P 1600-1699 

1700-1799 
_x_1800-1899 

1900-

Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

Survey No. WO-3 18 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 

_x transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : A B̂ y C D 
and/or 

Appl icable Except ion: A B̂ C D Ê F̂ G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e ^ l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s i g n i f i c a n c e and a genera l s tatement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

The Girdietree freight station is a unique surviva] in Worcester County. 
The single str)ry board-and-batt:en frame station is distinguished by an open 
porch-style platform that is sheltered by the main gable roof. Segmental 
arched openings create a distinctive appearance to this railroad building as 
do the bracketed eaves and vertical molded battens. Diagonal board 
freight doors also add architectural interest. 

Due to the concrete block foundation supporting this structure, the building 
was evidently moved at some point from a site near where the passenger 
station formerly stood between Dukes and Onley roads. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Survey No. WO-3 18 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name 

UTM References do NOT comple te UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

Quadrangle scale 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/title P a u l B . T o u a r t A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y date 1 0 / 3 0 / 9 0 

street & number W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e telephone 30 1 - 6 3 2 - 1 194 

city or town Snow H i l l state MD 2 18 7 ! 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
Individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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GIRDLETREE FREIGHT STATION 
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